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INR 1,28,650
crore budget allocation 
(FY25-26)

1,100+
universities

45,000+
colleges

Education, in India, is conceived as fundamental for achieving full human 
potential, including, developing an equitable and just society, and promoting 
national development. The Indian Constitution under Article 21-A guarantees 

free and compulsory education for all children aged 6-14 years. 

India has one of the most extensive global education systems in the world, serving over 250 million 
students across various levels. India’s vastness combined with linguistic and socio-cultural 
diversities, less-responded segments like the early childhood, and disparities in educational quality 
and course offerings presents a compelling proposition for meaningful investments and 
transformations. 

The Education Policy 2020 has set the tone and direction for futuristic transformation of the 
Education ecosystem in India – by revamping of the education structure, enhancing future 
relevance and responsiveness, and in developing resilient employable youth.

India is also the host to the 2nd largest higher 
education system in the world
Key statistics1 pertaining to the education sector are:

43.3 
million+ students

1 Sources: Factsheet Details, Press Release: Press Information Bureau, Press Release: Press Information Bureau

https://www.pib.gov.in/FactsheetDetails.aspx?Id=149132
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2098805
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1999713
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The National Education Policy:
An Overview
The National Education Policy of India, 2020 (NEP 2020), was approved by the Government on 29th 
July 2020, which outlines the vision of India’s new education system and provides a new direction for 
the State Public Education systems and the Regulators, namely the University Grants Commission’s 
(UGC) and All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE).

Key features

1
Fostering a flexible, holistic, and 
multidisciplinary learning environment 
aligned with industry needs and global 
educational standards.

2
Creating a dynamic, student-centric, 
education model by integrating research, 
sports, internships, and community 
service into academic credits.

3
Encouraging the creation of 
multidisciplinary universities and 
colleges offering diverse subjects and 
interdisciplinary studies.

4
Integrating practical and future skills into 
the curriculum to ensure students are job-
ready with enhanced employability 
globally.

5 Emphasizing technology-driven innovative 
teaching to enable engaging , interactive, 
and personalized learning experiences.

6
Promoting international research and 
teaching collaborations, faculty/student 
exchanges, and supporting top Indian 
institutes to establish overseas campuses.
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We are
Shaping Vibrant Bharat
A member of Grant Thornton International Ltd., Grant Thornton Bharat is at the 
forefront of helping reshape the values in the profession. We are helping shape 
various industry ecosystems through our work across Assurance, Tax, Risk, 
Transactions, Technology and Consulting, and are going beyond to shape a more 
#VibrantBharat.
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